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there, Mike [Hichael] Pedvey representing Toﬁmf:['rhmas L.}.

tafleadiid woll 1T

Pitte--nobody f -the naticnal AFL-CIO at that: m.tl;lta_ But

Mike was one of tha better pesple: inside the WM-} R
e

wag really interested in doing thie, even thougla -PM@Q

£

B e m by

wasn't, w’é;;s. the secretary-tressurer of tbe-{;‘ullfgmi
Labor Federation {AFL-CID). ' 'Bo wé marched, met: w.u;h.
and Reuvther, :Ln h:ls own persuasive style, triad tq suy £amﬁ

-’.o 3»,. . 4-..

workar union:l.zation Ls inwitnhlo and you cught tag. hgg_,iugg'_

1 il n
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adjusting ta tm- v S b

i

So the meyor agradd - td come to a neeting tha; n,ig;rt,

to another x‘elly at the union hall, to speak thera and‘

community.. : Then we got. o “fealer from the growus. «@hgg_}
wanted to meet with Reuther- that night. 8c aftgpi% e
meeting at the union hall, we went out to & gmwgr#,pmf
this huge place, and there wag a dinner party . going ‘ozgf_in. |
one section, and several of the kay growers--I don't .
remember any memes: at this point. key growef@:ﬁmau;
there were trying to 88y to Reuther, "“You. cén’ m%s {:o
us. We've gof-taaa. l-u.ml of problama and 3a forkh hamh
Very wealthy pe,op}e talking about probleams u,j.gthﬂtw.tg ey
vorkers and not understanding that pecple Q@‘%"%tﬁ'é
decent livelihood and decent lives. i
CONNORS: well, would it have been BiGiOrggp-M%pégg., |

do you think?

e
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SCHRADE: Possibly, I don't know.

y werg also, well, they becams a focus

i
i
L

CONNORS: BecauseL‘

group.

SCHRADE: Yeah, this has been written mbout, eo you might
find something in the books about it. But I don't :

who-- We had a very exciting, heavy day.

What happened though, too, which also persvaded us to .a'fi;gé
move to get other national people in there, was that thers :
was a letdawn then of abuse by the sheriig's depariment in ?
the Kern and Tulare counties against pickets where they i
were being jailed for merely picketing along the roads on é

public property. So, because of national attention now,

the city officilals as well as the growers began to back

away from e lot of the violance that was geing on against

the farm workers union organizing efforts. So just about

four or five months latsr wa gjﬁbﬁpbert [F.] Kennedy to
b b~

[y oy dw
come in with ubcommitteg&--:

do an investigation, housing and jobs and conditions in
California. And that again helped fend off the violaence
against the union organizing efforts. So that becames part
of our strategy, to constantly feed people into Delans. It
finally got tao the national press that there were real
problems in California, because they became expased to the
housing and tha jobg and the treatment by the growers and

o
algo by the shiﬁfi 8. So it was a good part of helping

535&l€}]
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that movexent get started.

i b b ald R

CONNCRS: When d'“_the merger take place between the two

farm working groups?
SCHRADE: Good guestion.

1~mi

CONNORS: We can f£ind that, but I guess I would like to-
Was it after the march to Sacramento?
SCHRADE: Yeah, probably '67 or so, around there, because

there was a lot of pulling things together. In '66 there

14k

wae a DiGicrgic electicon, which was a real crucial test of

whether the Farm Workers could really organize or not,

21 et 1dR

because the [Internationsl Brotherhcod ¢f] Teamsters had

signed a sweetheart back;hoor agreament with DiGiorgioc.

And t [(Edmund G,.] BroJ# [gib] came forward and got an
600@*}1/ agreement that there would be a new election., There'd be
an slection, and if the Teamstars won, fine; then they
could negotiate the contract. Otherwise, the farm worker's
union would be able to do that. We won the election. That
was a major effort. Tha UAW put a lot of money and people
into that campaign, as did a lot of other unions and
groups, a lpt of religlous groups involved in that effoft,
as well. So we had B really smashing victory. AaAnd I think
that probably helped bring this whole thing togaether. And
the AFL-CIO, through Kirchaer, was involved at that point.

As director of the National Organizing Department, he got

involved. 50 pulling all these resources together was

17 QL%



Teally helpful in winning that election.

Nk’ 'Br''e JERI

CONNORS ¢ ?o Kircher would have gatten involved more in

that '66, '67 pariod, then.

T M

SCHRADE: Yeah, right.

NI

CONNORS: How did you respond to his coming on the scena? !
R

Was there any sort of tension from the old days? Or had

that been put aside? .

SCHRADE: Yeah, because it was very difficult to trust the

by ¥ -

AFL-CIQ, because they were sort of very timid and

disinterested about farm worker organizing, and it was only

when it began to really perk and begin moving along with
the help of the UAW and then some other unions--
Packinghouse workers union [United Packinghouse, Food, and
Allied Workers], Amalgamated Clothing workers and Eo
forth--that they began to see, "Well, we'd better get into
the leadership of this thing.* So Bill Kircher understood
the politics of uvnion organizing and that Meany should not
alliow Reuther teo fust take over and bhecome the main support
for the farm workars' organizing effort. And he was very
competitive with Reuther anyway, Kircher was, because he
had been disappointed in not winnding 3F§§:iona1 director's
position in 1949. Jack Conway, who was very helpful in the
farm workers orgenizing with us, inullﬁs and Bill had
contended over that, and .ﬁ-feltm&r‘nﬁnly

e
responsible fHeeA losing that race. So thera was a lot of

w 2.8
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'”7('competition between the Kircher~-Russo group, but Kircher

and Conway in thaf struggle. So we decided to be creative
with the oompetitlbh and constantly challenge the AFL~CIO

to . We'd put up soma money: they'd put up some
o

money. We would provide help in the organizing; they wo j?

do it. S0 it was a constant upgrading of the support whicﬂ

was-- And Chavez was aware of this, He became the natural
leader of the farm workeré}movement. Larry Itliong was
vary helpful, too, in bringing the Filipino group into the
effort, but ha didn't have the kind of chariema Or the mass
base that Chawvez had, so Chavez became the real leader and
a very effective one.

CONNORS: You mentioned that the packinghouse workers wera
involved. What was the capacity of thair fnvolvement?
SCHRADE: Well, they had contracts for many, many years in
the packing sheds, and a very strong militant unicn
posture. Bud Simonson was the director. Who's the guy who
was the head of the organization? Ralph Helstein. He was
2algo a very good Demcocratic leftist and was fully in favor
of our doing this, In fact, Bud and I became really very
strong allies in politics in the farm workers movement and
also the antiwar movement during the struggle in Vietnam.
CONNORS: Well, let’'s talk a bit about the march from

Delano to Sacramento. Were you involved in that?

SCHRADE: Yeah, we helped organize it. We were there at

w 240
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the baginning, but because Of my bureaucratic

responsibilities.;"‘--'- wasn't able to spend the time to march
that number of dé;b to Sacramento. But we were a pert of
the support system, saw them off, and then we joined the
march when it got to Sacramento and were at the
demonstration at the state capitol,

CONNORS: And what was the upshot of all of that?
SCHRADE: Well, we were trying te bring prassure on the
legislature and an Pat Brown to do something about
legislation on behalf of the farm workars' organizing
effort. There was no etate law covering union organizing,
and that was one of our goals. We muat have had ten,
twelve thousand people in Sacramento. It was over a
holiday, I think. Megpe Memorial Day in May of '66. That
was the year of the election, too. We felt we had some
soxrt of leverage on Pat Brown to really give leadership to
this. And the state AFL-CI0 were not very interested in
supperting legislation, because I was at the governor's
hause for hreakfast with a group of union peaple from the
AFL-CIO, and 1 was the only one that really spoke out on
behalf of farm worker legislation. We talked priorities in
the legislature with Pat Brown, and Tommy Pitts would

not. SO we, in a way, were isolated because of that,
despite the fact there was this tremendous movement that

was going on in the state at that point.

7 A
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CONNORS: What would have been Pitts'm agenda? Hore in tha
area of workman'?# =p?

SCHRADE: Worker's uamp and unempioyment comp, building
trades issues and g0 forth. |

CONNORS: Hpt cargo.

SCHRADE: Yeah, yeah. Traditional trade-union, politioal;ﬁ’_

legislative programs, which is obvicusly important, too, ‘ : -,

but here we hed en opportunity to really out the ]Gn.w.wmbog _
movement. N N

=
CONNORS: But this is the difference of social unicnism and i

business unicnism you were setting beforae.

SCHRADE: Yeah, and even-=-

CONNORS: I know. 1 mean, I'm aware of that kind of
dichotomy, but I think that social unionism through things
like tha farm workers became much more widespread as an
understanding of what unionism should be--

SCHRADE: Shcould be, yeah.

CONNORS: --and should do.

SCHRADE: And this was a way to reach out to the liberal
community that would normally support the labor movement,
but not on those kind of traditional gcals. It wouldn't
oppose us, but there wouldn't he that strong feeling for
it. But with the way the farm workers movement was
organizing in rural areas as well as the urban areas and

bringing a lot of the liberals in the community--middle-

}1/ Ve
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class, upper middle-class people--into that movement, that

vafl. bl wnad b1t

here was a chancows?r the AFL-CIO to really develop that
relatiocnship mnd bacome stronger politically, which it has

to be and had to be. And that's one of the things that's
wrong today. There isn't that kind of strong alliance wi
these ather groups.

CONNORS: Where was Jack [Jehn F,] Hanning at this point?

-
P
-

Was he in state government? O©Or was he--?
SCERADE:; let's see, he was--what?--the ambassador to New

Zealand, right? Under Kennedy. Then didn't he go to the

Hi 1 neellbi 6] 1L

Labor Department after that? Yeah. S0 1t was Tommy Pitts’s
period as secretary-treasurer, a very conservative guy in \
terms of these issues. He wouldn't oppose you, but he
wouldn't be out there with you, either,

CONNORS: Wculd he have labeled this sort of interest as
too radical, too left wing? Or just that it's not what
uniong ought to do?

SCHRADE: No, I think he'sm mere of the traditional business
trade unionist. He wouldn't really oppose you, but ha's
not going to do very mu::h)\{u_ﬁ-ﬁg o we

CONNORS: The twentieth convention af the UAW was held here
in Los Angeles.

SCHRADE: Yeah, '66 again.

CONNODRS: Or was it Long Bemach? It was in this area in

66, and you were tha chairman of that, I think.

9. 8%
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SCHRADE: Well, I opened up the convention as g\ resident

Tl IRy B

regicnal directn%ﬂ‘rhe UAW had never met in Californim

before. Now it always meets here. We had a big lobbying
24
campaign in the '64 convention:lballoons and placards and

;llill.'*l

tourist material to the delegates. We got a resolution
passed then to come to California. 5o the farm workers
appeared there, and Reuther was fully involved at this 'ﬁwugé

point. Pat Brown wq% a guest at the convention, tooc. My

. 1 -

motherfaﬁd father were there, because they were living out
§

here at the tima, It was kind of 8 joyous pericd because

Hbaa VcidBL -l -

the farm workers movement was really developing through éE:fLﬁJ’
whole union, bacause the boycott was being supported around
the country, and se people throughout the UAW, not just
those of us in California working directly with the farm
workers, were daeply involved emotionally and
strategically.

80 we arranged this demonstration. Reuther always
kept putting things off. He was always dealing with the
problems of the moment. I asked him, I said, "Here are
some notes about Chavez. Why don't you check these ocut amis
you introduce him,* He said, "No, this is your show; you
introduce him." BSo at that point, we had arranged for some
farm workers to come up and sing *"De Colcocres" and
"Solidarity Forever" to the convention, and Reuther saw

these people coming up and he sald, "I thought you were

2 L



going to introduce--% I sald, "We're going toc do scmathing :

guite different.fEQSO they astarted singing, and then the 3

I

farm workers in, maybe four or five hundred of them

with fara worker flags coming through the conventicon, and,
Jesus, pacple just went wild. 1t was a highly emotional
way to do this, expressing our support.

e 4
CONNORS: Oh, God, yeah.[I can imagina,

SCHRADE: It was just great. And May Reuther marched in .
with them, too, and they came up on tha platform with their 1
flags, and I put Chavez on, It was great. It was reoally ;
one of those great moments. ;

CONNORS: In your intro-- Either it was your intro or your
raport on what was happening at Delanp, you intrecduced the
attendees there to the idea of heulga;L:hat whole idea of
shouting the slogan "Viva la Huelga!j{fﬁat must have bheen a
vexry powerfully moving moment.

Was Dolores Huerta invelved at this point?
SCHRADE: Qh, yeah., B5he alway9s was right from the
beginning, one of the great leaders of the movement and
still is,
CONNORS: What's her background like?
SCHRADE: Again, a farm worker family, and I think she also
came out of the CSO movement with Chavez. Yeah. They were

great allies all the way through and still maintain 1%,

despite a lot of the difficultiaes they've gona through in

94
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the last ten, fifteen years.

CONNORS: You mentl a moment ago about the Teemsters,

5

S - I T

and that always comea up as the thing that just gauls

pacple who are following this. At the time, I think it uaa}.
such a black mark on the Teamsters.
SCHRADE: WwWell, the Teamsters, because they were connected

with heavy equipment and truck drivers and so forth, did

Bk

have an interest in the agricultural industry in

4 1)

California, ew to theégg}nt of loaning money to some of
s Gt

the growerﬁhpp around Salinas for big equipment. And being

Ia '+ gertME

more conservative, they just didn't want to get involved in
crganizing cheap labor. It was not their thing. But they
were able to bridge into a place like DiGlorgio and sign
cff contrects, cheap contracts, just to keep the farm
workers union from developing.

CONNORS: Well, was that a deliberate effort, then?
Somebody said, "Let's not Iet thie happen, so you go in
there and take cars of that."

SCHRADE: Yeah.

CONNORS: But why?

SCHRADE: Well, to protect their own situation, to defend
their membership in the industry, the heavy equipment,
truck drivers, They didn't want industrial unions moving
into tha fields and into the industry to the point, though

that-- They had a very decent guy who's still gquite

24 &lcw



4

politically conservative, Einar Mohn, who was vice

preaident ocut hare, And at one point in m rally we had in

Bakersfield with farm workers, I suggested that one way to

raid

daal with this wag to set up a mutual -

F B -
agreement in thae induatry:IPackinghouse, Distillery Workoraj
';\'-
{Diatillery, Rectifying, Wine, and Alliad Warkers' ¥
International Union of America], Teamsters, and the naw

Farm Workers unicn. And the only place that was reported--

well, aome Teamster representative may have heard it at the

'y

meeting--was the People's World, the communist newspaper in

California, And §0 Einar Mohn c¢alled me the next day and

.4 ¥ e 16kl

said, "Look, are you serious about that, that kind of
arrangement? 1 said, "Sure, and I think Chavez would be,
too.;?;;t Simonson with the Packinghouse Workers, I cleared
it with him before I even said it. So early on we had a
meeting with Mohn and haads of the union, and we Qid work
out a written, mutuval-assistance, no-rate agreement, which
then put the Teamsters in a position, "Well, here we've got
the agreement with the backing af the UAW and the
Packinghouse Workers union. You can't trust Chavez, but we
might be abla to trust thase other people.™ So that got

T_uwm 9"“ ot

I think the thing that broke it finally wasAPrank

workad out, and it lasted for a lang time.

Fltzsimnons was here in Los Angeles and made a speech to

the American Farm Bureau and came out for right-to-work

a6 241
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legislation in such & way that it would prevent the Farm

VIRl BELE 4

Workers from orgamdzing. It wes & terrible, terrible

statament. And tﬁén there were certain pecople in the

Teamsters who decided that-- I don't know if Mohn had

regigned or retired or something. But guys like Bill

————— .'

Grammy-- I think he was head of organizing or Bomathingifurfﬁ
g S AR

the Teamsters, and they began raiding and fighting back.

iy

o
-

So I think that finally brake it. _
CONNORS: Bo that agreement was enforced for a number of ¥
years? ;
SCHRADE: Probably two or three years, yesh, in the late ;

sixties, maybe into the early seventies. I don't know.
But then I disappeared, was defeated in '72, s0 a lot of
There wasn't the same

interest Ry BUCCesS80r.

these thiggs just weren’t done.

CONNCRS: Weil, did you keep contact with Chavez and the
farm workers peopie that you had become clcse to in the
ensuing years?

SCHRADE: After I was dafeatad?
CONNCRS: Well, evan after the strike was finished. The
farm workers have atill had teo struggle for every step they
take, there's no doubt about that, And there have bean all
kinds of things said about internal dissention in tha way
the things run, but=--

SCHRADE: No, I was mainly there during the good days when

y 4 Qq(g
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‘69, through the '?0 convention, and into the '72

organizing was going on, the boycotta and the strikes, the ;

L ) .
march from Coa [California] to [California) g
in '69, 1 think. ‘But then I was under attack from about .

convention by the UAW for spanding toc much time with the

farm workers, andythe s0cial unionism oppueeekmmisgur-

e —_

afforss.

TRl 'R B
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CDNNORS: Could you tell me about the march you just
mentioned from Coachella to El Cantro.

SCHRADE: Arxround the Indic area there was the Imparial .
Valley. See, there were atrikes going on at that point.
Let's spe-- We did a memorial teo Robert Kennedy down there

one night at the strike headquarters of the camp. We were

also going to the camps in the morning to try to talk to
workers in their dining halls, which were very primitive.

Let's soe, MG, '§9-- There:"iwttgifglrt —;‘Ehere wag one §reuea
(;é:i}beral Demaocrat whese namqﬁ?—dek*e—eeaember ~~hotil—we

i US
angzy—hut -thatle—ohay -~ ﬁﬂf,‘“\iL—————-:>
\lé met with\the ____gbor departmewnfw

over the Fourth of July weekend to try to negotiatep I was

L)

with Dolores [Huarta]. Egzar usually didn't get involvad
in thesa negotiations because he didn't like that part of
thae work, but Dolores was vary effective at the bargaining
table, as were some of the other cfficers in the union.
But the whole thing was developing around Coachella.
Finally, Chavez decided that, because of that, he had to do
something very publi¢, #nd marchas wara always a vary
important way to get the issues out and to get media
attention. So tha march from Coachella was prganized.

I remember we were able to get Reverend Ralph

Abernathy ocut fram the SCLC [Southern Christian Leadership

26 HEY
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Conference]~~[Martin Luther] King [Jr.] was already dead--

b e 0.0 8 i um

and organize a press conference for him at the airport

bafore we tock him to Coachella. He accused America of

being genocidal in terms Qf farm workers and blacks. One

o s e
guy in the med.ta]p!t!‘a veryﬂu.e-].ant attack on him for

making such statements and so forth. So Abernathy wes

really hard-line at that point and was an important

addition to the march. We took him down and he marched for ;
that day. ?

We also tried to get Ted [Edward F.] Xennedy ;
involved. It peoiierddinte=werrt=ivthn—and és staff didn't ;

A
want him involved, thought there were security problems and

he shouldn't be doing the same thing Bobby was deing, you
know, this kind of nonsense. Dézié;%uﬁggiik_hia—naae? He
wound up with tha Dreyfus Fund, now at C8S [Columbia
Breadcasting System]. Big deal. “iesé—the—hell-ieo—hic—last
name? Not—eRgugh clues—there—fos—ugy, Anyway, he was the
kay staff parsen. 1 finally decided to go over his head
and call Ted directly and got him in his office ona day and
sald, "Look, as far as the security problem that Dave is
talking about, you've got to deal with that, and we'll do
everything we can to provide security here, but that's the
most difficult guestion, and you have to decide that." BSeo
I =aid, "But Chavez never asked Bob unless he really needed

him, and Bob always responded, and all I'm saying to you is

a6 Hol



el = 4. R e T _ Y- P, _— N 1 3

that Chavez really needs you for the rally in cCalexico é
[Californial on igaday.” And so Ted seid. "Let me talk it ]
over with Dave anﬂ 1'11 get back ta you. I never haard . I

from him.

So I marched thet day, Jerry {Edmund G.] Brown [Jr.],
who was then secretary of state, cawme , and Abernathy;'w

I can remenmber it was a very hot, dry day, and my feet were

-
tatally blistered. I found out from Chavez's nurse that .
yvau should wear heavy rubber soles bsecause it’'s not the )
walking that does this, 1it‘s the hot pavement. It will

AN
cften be twenty degrees hotter than th%ﬁyemperature. So 1

BN TR

just sort of struggled back to the motel where we were
staying in El Centro. And Gloria Steinem was doing media
stuff for Chavez at that point. I remember walking into
her rcom, and she had all these messages out on her bed.
She said, "I wasn’'t here, but somebody took a message from
somebody that sounded like Ted Kennedy calling in."” And 1
said, "Oh, it must be that goddamn John Tunney,™ who wes
not a real supporter, just coattailling on Ted, usually. So
I went to bed. And early in the morning, Ted's guy Dave
called me on the phone and said, "We're in Los Angeles and
wera coming down." I said, "Well, that's & surprise.”™ He
said, "Yeeh, you won, you son of a bitch.™ [laughter] So
we then had to quickly make arrangements for Ted to get in

there. They were coming down on a commercial flight., So

é?f ié(jwbﬁ
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we made arrangements, talked to the El Centro shefrf%h to
-

14 kil

provide protectig%&nand the farm workers union always

did. They had a lot of guys available to protect

e

anybody. Chavez always thought that we could do a better

job than the law enforcement, anyway. So Ted came in and
sure enough, in flies John Tunney in a private plans at tha

airport and starts coattailing Ted again., Are you

intaraestad in all thase anacdates?

id 1,

CONNORS: Yeah, absolutely, absolutely.

SCHRADE: It was a wonderful day. So Ted and John Tunney

and Mieke [Sprengers Tunney], John's wife, and a guy fronm
Tunney's staff got in the car, and Jim [James] Drake drove
us down to the motel. And during that time Ted said to me,
"How are we going to settle these things? How are we going
to get the growers around to really begin to negotiate an
these contracts and so forth? I said, "Well, there are &
few growers who are sort of liberal Democrats who are
interested, but they’'re not going to do very much, because

they're not going to0 really challenge the whole system out
P

here:[the banks and the oil companies and the growers that
Tun this industry." And I said, "By the way, Ted, why
don't you talk to John Tunney about this, because the
growers are all his friends these days." And John gat
embarrassed and Ted gave me a dirty look. So John started

mumbling about how he might be able to do something, but

# 0"
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obviously he didn't have any angwar.

CONNORS: Was W'e congtituency really from that--?
SCHRADE: No, thig bestard--

CONNORS: Where was his region?

SCHRADE: The Imperjal County and San Bernardino County.

when ha first ran for gongress, it was a combination of tha W

farm workere union and our union and the packinghouse
workers providing very heavy commitment on pecple getting
into the district, our money, and we got thie guy

elected. But then he became friendly with the saocial
people in that county, with the growers. He was goad on
most liberal issues, but on this one, he was the kind of
guy whe would say, "Well, I'll support farm workers being
put under the NLR%Ea'which Eiogzxiwhat the farm workers
union wanted: it-waqﬂ?isastrous for them. But that was his
way, his ploy. But at the same time, he was friendly with
Ted, They were roommates at college and buddies and so
forth. Anyway, John was there.

Then we met Chavez in the motel--he was ifaying at the
gsame place--and when we went over to see him-{ke dian't
want tp go outside beceuse of security arrangements, so the
only way to get over to the other side of the motel where
Chavez was staying was ta walk through the kitchen, And I
just about died at that point. It was the 0l1d memory of

Robert going through the kitchen. You know, thers's

# 204
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obviously no danger at that point, but it was just n

T ITENXTERITH:

sickening fgelin’%&rwull anyway, we got to Chavez. So

Tunney and Ted and I began talking about that evening and

T Y B

where Ted would be on the program, because we had a big
rally at the town sguare in Calexico, So John ssaid to
Cesar, "1'd like to be on the program.” And Chavez said t&-};

him, "Look, John, we know your positicn. Yogu're nat really .mqtzﬁé

with us. You're not supporting state legislation. You're

Wil -

supporting us under the NLRA, and that's not good. And

besides, you're not supporting the boycott the way Ted and

1uls cptlee W

the whole Kennedy family is, 80 we can’t put you on the
program, We don't want to be embarrassed because there's
going to be a reaction to you're appearing there, and we
don't want you embarrassed.”™ And so John says, "Well,
maybe I'll just come down and wander around the rally
and just see people." And Ted said, "You can’t dc that.
You're‘the resident member of Congrese here, and that's not
'*fftﬁiﬁ‘?ﬁi dignity of your office. Be on the program or A

not;fi;:L:va heard Cesar’'s arguments about this. "They're
valid.” Sa that fended John off for that point.

So during lunch, Ted started needling him, teasing him

unmercifully ebout his position, arkd John just co ldn get

over to the point of where he would be supportivaﬂand ;f 3
forth. John finally got angry because he was being really

humiliated by Ted at that point. There were four or five
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of us at this lunch thing. I was just mitting back
watching these g{%qo at each other. John finally got
angry and said, “¥ed, you can't say that I haven't stood up

R AT P I

r

on eavery iague in the Congrass." And his staff guy said,

"Which onea?* And here Ted's yenking the rug out and th;

other guy 18 doing the same thing, and John just got reaii- 13

angry angd-- 2“Pﬁ@§§
But then, that afterncon, Gloria Stelnem and Lula

Woodcock, who had separated from Leonard [F. Woodcock] at

that point--she was living in La Jolla--she came over for

roile v{wiins Y IRA -

the rally, and we went in her car. And just as we wezre
leaving the parking lot, up trots John Tunney. "I want to
Join you at the rally.” 1 said, "You're not going down
there, are you? He saild, “"Yesh,"” I said, "You're not
going to be Oon the program. You heard what Cesar said and
what Ted said.* "Yeah, but I want to go." 8o he got in
the back seat with Gloria, and I remember her remark to him
when he got in the back seat with her. "John", she said,
"You've got the accent and you've got the teeth, but you're
really no Kannedy." Sha just deballed him in the back seat
of the car. Sp we went down to the rally in silence.

He then went to Jim Drake and got himself on the
program. And here there are gbhout $,000 or 6,000 farm
workers and supporters in the town square in the early

evening, and I remomber we were on a flaé:yed truck with a
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mic and everything, sitting there, color guards -ﬂAt 3
farm workers %behind us. So John gets on the mid<— 1
? i

early on and ha seys, "I want you to know I respect your

leader, Cesar Chave{%J and 80 forth. And a chant started:
*Support the boycottl Support the boycott!l Support the
boycatt." So John just sort of gets stopped, and he leaves =

- N
the gic and comes by Ted and me and Cesar. So Ted began

= i
-

shouting at him at that point with cuppad hands around his
mouth, "John, support the boycott! Support he boycott!™

[iaughter] John disappeared at that point, as he should

ke Memnb BB 4R g

have in the first place. It was a very embarrassing time
for him, but he deserved it. 8uch a fake,

Anyway, Ted sald to me at that point, "What's a
Spanish word for peaceful, serene?” I sald, "Look, Teqgd,
I'm not up on the language." 8o he asked one of the farm
worker color guard behind us. And I said, "What did yocu
want to know that for?" aAnd he sald, "Well, when I get up
to speakﬁ",/"] he said, "the sun's going down, and this place
has been~;ary peaceful.” And he said, "Then the televisicn
lights are going on and they're going to destroy that peace
and serenity.”™ And I said, "Oh, Jesus Christ, here we are
in this guddamn&@ghn and he's a perfect target there on the
back of this truck." It was one of those things that just
happcens; you get so fearful -qmgﬁ;uysf And finally ha

got through and through it, and we just got him off there

€ 24|



and into a she?ri&'s car, and they had a police escort out
to the plane. h;gggrhen that door claosed on the plane, I
was really pleaned;.hecausa it wag, again, a wvery rigky,
couragecus thing to 40 on Tad's part. And tha argumentsg
that this guy Dave had used about security and not doing

the things Bobby had done, Ted really did. And it was &

good thing thaet he did, because I think it helped Ted

politically as well ag perscnally to know that these are

NIRECH

the kinds of actions that he ocught to take.

CONNGRS: Dther politicians came out and spent time with

3 H tirvn ek B

tha farm workers in various capacltises, various wvigits. I
know Walter [F.] Mondale came out for a while.

SCHRADE: Yeah.

CONNORS: Do you have any assoclation with him? Any
meetings?

SCHRADE: No, that would probably be more part of the AFL-
CID getting him cut. I wasn't that close to Mandale.
CONNORS: Did [HUbe:ELH;“LHumpm 33:*5--? ey

SCHRADE: No, no. » I don't
know that he went there or made the visit or did any of tha
rallies or demonstrations, I'a pretty sura he did not,
becauss ong of the things that turned me on to Robert
Kannedy during that periocd was that he was meeting with

clvil rightes leaders as well as rank and file minorities,

going to communities and really counseling and trying to
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find out what was going on. He was going beyond the
transition from being not so interested in the civil rights

bl Al dinked 10000

thing to really becoming @ part of the efforta in

Migsissippli and Alabama when he was atiprney general. But

V0 IsviriBINE

I don't think he fully felt what was going on in the South
or in minority communities around the North and the West,

~~~~~

Midwest, but he knew that he had to understand this. So

-

T R

after his brother got killed, he got out and did these
thinga, as well aa going to third world countries and
getting an understanding of what people's problems were

about and how to deal with them. So he was the first

FT TR e T TV

liberal Democrat that I had ever seen go to a union hall
like the Filipino hall strike headquarters of the farm
workers and come out for the boycott, come out for the
strike, and then go out to the picket line in front of the
DiGiorgio ranch. Liberal Democrats don't de this sort of
thing. They sort of give lip service to NLRA and to unions
and so forth and try to get endorsements and support the
traditional program. Bo Robert Kennedy, in a way, was
getting into the movement.

I didn't see Hubert doing that or Mondele doing that,
and certainly Eugene McCarthy did not do that. And he
might have beat Robert Kennedy in California in 1968 in the
primary if he'd done something like that. I know hie

handiers tried to get him to do this, but he was more

A8 2



interested in meeting with poets and talking baseball, and
he really didn't gg?t to relate to people this way. He's
more the intellectual and philosopher than the politician
who was interested in dealing with rank-and—<£ile

M- AN
Americang, S0 this turned me offﬁyv‘people like Humphrey

or McCarthy, that they just weren't ready to really dig 1nﬁ

and halp.

CONNORS: McCarthy never appreached the UAW for support?
SCHRADE: He probably did, and he had some state support in
different areas, 1'm sure. But he was a fairly
conservative senator, and I just don't think we had that
much truck with hiam at all. The brilliant and the best
thing he did was coming cut against the [Vietnam] War early
and confronting [Lyndon B,] Johnson. I think he deserves a
great deal of credit for that, But that doesn’'t mean that
he's presidential material and that he's going to be good
on all these other issues. I did support him in the
convention after Bob got killed, aven though tha RKennedy
delegation didn't really know where it was going early

on. Hut we finally organized ourselves into the McCarthy
camp to support the antiwar resclution against the
Humphrey-Johnson forces.

CONNCRS: Because Hubert wouldn't have taken up on that?
SCHRADE: No. A vary difficult problem. Reuther was

working with the Humphray group and I wae working with the

it
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Kennedy-McCarthy-McGovern group who were negotiating on a

pletform position’mgainst the war. Reuther thought he had

134

Humphrey sold, I thought, what I'm getting from our

pecple who are negotiating with Humphrey's people is that
p—r— .

there was a resl confrontation on that during the (444
N ‘

convention, I was right and Walter was wreng. Humphrey

would not come through. His relationship with Johnson just g A

wouldn't allow him to de it, to really challenge Johnson oOn

A g

it.

CONNORS: While we're on that subject, Meany said that

[V — T |

Humphrey, in that electicn, had come from so far behind
with so little that the assesament afterwards was that,
with just with a little bit more effort, Humphrey could
have been elected. Do you see that?

SCHRADE: Yes, yes. Yeah, there were a number of us in the

antiwar movement who came cut in support of Hubert. I

wrote a thing in the Egy Republic at the time, reasons why
we ought to be supporting him. And I think it was just two

b Saté Ce,
weeks before the election when he made a speecﬁﬂwhere ha
indicated his own independent stronger position against the
war, a slight break with Johnson, and he started bouncing
up in tha'?giﬁi because people then said, "Well, maybe
there is scme hope in this guy, that he will do something
different from Johnson."™ And a lot of psople were pressing

him to do that in the campaign. So yes, I think that if
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with Johnsan on f””:policy, he could have made it. Bo,

even though tharo was support from the Kennedy-McCarthy-

McGovern group in the party and antiwar activists, it
wasn't enocugh. He's respansible for losing that electiagy.
by not recognizing that the Johnson policy was a nurderoﬁ . ~
one, and wrong. It's just too bad, because we got [Richerd el
M.] Nixon and four more years Of war and corruption in
government.

CONNORS: Ta finish off on the farm workers discussion, I'd

T T " IR N8

like to =mort of bring it up to more recent higstory. Cesar
Chavez went pn a hunger strike, I guess it was last year.
SCHRADE: Yeah.

CONNORS: Within recent months. And, granted, ypu were not
invelved in the same capacity, but what was your response
to all of that?

SCHRADE: It was in '88.

CONNORS; ‘'Eighty-eight, yeah, Come t¢0 think of it, I
guess 1t would have something to do with what ycu're
interested in now through the ACLU with the worker's rights
activity that you'ra involved in, because that was his--
CONNORS: Well, through the ups and downs of the farm
workers movement-— I wasn't a real participant after ‘72,
hecause Chavez wae warned by the leadership of the UAW

thatfif he had anything to do with me, they would cut him
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